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The Editor Says

Lost week the circus was in
town. Your Editor, practicing
what she writes, took the neigh-
borhood children with her. It
was shocking to think that eight
and nine year olds had never been
to the circus, and their ignorance
of what to expect was colossal,
this in a town that always has at
least one circus a season, this
year—two, and they live within
a few blocks of the show lot. It
seems someone always takes ths
orphans and the underprivileged
"kids," but the middle class
youngster just doesn't get there.
I have promised myself to take a
couple of different children the
next time. These two were suf-
ficiently enthused I think to get
there under their own steam next
time. How about it? Your own
kids see all the circuses for miles
around but what about these
others.

AGNES W. KING

NEW MEMBERS

Raymond G. White, No. 493
Eagles Club,
Richmond, Indiana

LOGICAL ANSWER

The school mistress was giving her
class of young pupils a test on a recent
natural history lesson.

"Now, Bobby Jones," she cried, "tell
me where the elephant is found."

The boy hesitated for a moment; then
his face lit up.

"The elephant," he said, "is such a
large animal that it is scarcely ever lost."

David W. King, No. 494

Metropole Hotel,

Cincinnati, Ohio

J. Paul Rusk, No. 495

Louden Heights,

Charleston, West Virginia

John A. Walling, No. 496

S. Main St.,

Springfield, Tenn.



Sixth Annual Convention
The Sixth Annual Convention of the Circus Historical Society was

held at the Metropole Hotel in Cincinnati, Ohio, on August 3, 4, and
5, 1951. On Friday, registration was held on the Mezzanine floor
in the newly furnished parlor. No formal program was planned, and
it was a matter of greeting friends and meeting new members, and
viewing Glen Tracy's pictures which were hung there.

Several members took side trips to the Zoo, Coney Island, the
Enquirer Job Printing Co., and to other places of interest in the
Queen City. A business meeting was held on Saturday at 2:30. No
new officers were elected at that time but the President made some
appointments to fill existing vacancies, namely, Chalmers Condon,
vice-president; James McGinnis, director of Division No. 3; James
McKenna, No. 2, and Dana Stevens, No. 6. The 1952 Convention
will be held in Baraboo, Wisconsin, and the group voted to accept the
bid of Norfolk, Virginia, for 1953.

Saturday evening a banquet was held in the Ballroom of the Hotel.
Chio Circus Fans members were invited as well as other guests from
Cincinnati. Dr. C. S. Karland Frischkorn, a member, entertained
with some magic tricks. Richard Conover showed his wonderful col-
lection of slides of circus wagons. The President, Bette Leonard,
introduced some of the guests which included Karl K. Knecht, of
Evansville, Indiana, President of the Circus Fans of America, and
John Robinson IV of Cincinnati.

Sunday morning the members went by bus to the Spring Grove
Cemetery. There memorial services were conducted by Robert C.
King at the Robinson Mausoleum. Mrs. John Robinson III was pres-
ent at these services. These services were held to honor the Circus
Historical members who had died recently.

The Metropole Hotel and its staff were very gracious to the mem-
bers. The Cincinnati papers were generous with their publicity and
Mrs. Leonard was interviewed by a local radio station.

Members present included Bette Leonard, president; Robert C.
King, secretary; Walter Pietschmann, treasurer; Agnes King, editor
of CHS Bandwagon; Murray Guy, Dr. C. S. Karland Frishkorn, John
C. Arter, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Conover, M. W. Organ, Dad White,
Mrs. William West, Clarence Shank, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kistler,
John Boyle, Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Wixom, Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Olsen,
Harry Simpson, Floyd McClintock, Mr. and Mrs. Art "Doc" Miller,
Raymond G. White, and Ann King.

Guests present included Charles Hill, Sally and Jake Conover,
Jerry and Larry Olsen, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hughes, "Dolly Dimples,"
James McSorley, Johnny Anderson, Charles Wirth, Karl K. Knecht,
national president of C.F.A.; John Robinson IV, Cecil Scott, Norman
C. Senhauser, Richard L. Soulsby, Lloyd Bender, Dr. William
Huebener, Dr. Virgil Good, and William Dammarell.
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Mayme Ward
By Fred Stafford—Sent in by Herm Linden, CHS No. 204

From the world's foremost female trapeze artist to the world's
foremost circus wardrobe mistress—that's the story of probably the
most popular individual in circusdom, Mayme Ward.

And it's a story none will dispute, for she is as beloved as she is
accomplished. Aurora, III., circus-goers had the opportunity to see
for themselves on Friday, July 13, when Mayme came to the Aurora
Downs show lot with the Mills Bros. Three Ring Circus. The circus,
world's largest motorized one, gave two performances under its own
big top on behalf of the Navy Club, Ship 50.

And, for an extra dash of flavor, Mayme's appearances in this
section of Illinois marks a return to familiar ground. For this sec-
tion of the state has always been well known in circus channels, and
it was right in Bloomington, where Mills Bros, appears the day be-
fore it visits Aurora, that Mayme and the famous Ward Flyers origi-
nated many of their famed aerial feats. Bloomington long has been
the nation's trapeze training capital.

The Ward Flyers, originated by Mayme and her late husband,
Eddie, in a Cedar Rapids training barn in the winter of 1913-14,
moved to Bloomington as their winter training site a few seasons
later. There they erected a still larger barn, especially designed
for trapeze troupe training, and for many years they spent the winter
months perfecting new routines at Bloomington.

Mayme's husband Eddie, and his sister Jennie, in fact were Bloom-
ington natives, and as youngsters developed a brother-sister trapeze
turn. So it was natural that, when the big six-person Ward flying
return act was formed that it would eventually turn to Bloomington
as its training site.

Mayme, graceful and daring as a flyer, became even more sensa-
tional as a female catcher in the Ward act—trapeze performers be-
ing divided into flyers, who swing out on their trapeze and leap
through the air, and catchers, who are waiting to grasp their wrists
or ankles and then see that the flyer returns safely to his original
trapeze. Mayme became one of the few women ever able to do the
rigorous catching work.

Husband Eddie died when their first son, Eddie Jr., was 14, and did not live to
see their other son, Harold, and daughter, Genevieve, carry on the flying traditions
with their mother. Mayme continued in trapeze work until 1942. Genevieve is
now with her mother, assisting in the Mills Bros, wardrobe department which, under
Mayme's direction, has become known as the finest in circusdom. Genevieve also
appears in the big show in major aerial ensembles and also rides horseback in the
glittering 1951 Equine Revue.

Mayme joined Mills Bros, a year ago and immediately began establishing the
circus as America's best dressed circus. Through the winters now, she labors over
the spangles, sequins and richly-colored wardrobe which makes circus performers
so dazzling.

Before coming to Mills Bros, she did wardrobe designing for a number of stage
shows and spectacles, including having direct charge of the elaborate costumery for
the famous Sally Rand show at San Francisco's Golden Gate Exposition and working
with a number of other outstanding show world personalities.
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Photo taken at Spring Grove Cemetery
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Bette Leonard, President with Mrs. John Robinson III,

Raymond White in background.
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For Young and Old Alike
Written by Dana W. Stevens, CHS No. 374

An often overlooked but rich source of information to the circus
devotee, whether he be collector or mere fan, is to be found in ths
world of children's books.

A trip to the children's room of any public library offers a multi-
tude of circus lore and pictures, and all are done by the best writers,
artists and photographers in the business. Naturally, some of the
books are written on a purely elementary first and second grade
school level, but the drawings and photographs are for young and
old alike.

The following examples are some that I've run across in the
Wichita City Library:

The Ringlings—Wizards of the Circus. This is a new book published in 1951
by Alvin F. Harlow. The story traces the Ringling Brothers from the tims of their
early openings in Baraboo, Wisconsin, up to the time they became the Greatest
Show on Earth. Some excellent historical data here. A group of picture illustra-
tions accompany the text. One picture shows the Ringlings in a family pose taken
about 1895. A multiple photo page shows various performers of the contemporary
show in action. A few old billboard posters are shown. One in particular is in-
teresting in that it shows Arthur Saxon when he was the feature strong man of the
show. A final collection of pictures shows the home and grounds of John Ringling
at Sarasota, Florida.

Toby Tyler or Ten Weeks With a Circus by James Otis Kaler. Illustrated by
Louis S. Glanzman. Some of you may remember this one, for it is an old but
parennial favorite. Originally it ran as a serial more than fifty years ago in
Harper's Young People magazine.

Barnum's First Circus and Other Stories by Laura Benet. The first ten pages
of this book are devoted to the early circus exhibitions of Phineas T. Barnum in the
Barnum barn.

John and Jennifer at the Circus by Elsie M. Harris and illustrated by Gee Denes.
This one is a story about the Bertram Mills Circus in England. It is full of beautiful
color photographs of every phase of this fine and colorful show. A must for every-
body who wants to add some excellent pictures to their collection.

Little or Nothing from Nottingham by Marguerite Henry and illustrated by
Wesley Dennis. Dedicated to circus fans everywhere. The story is based on an
anecdote that F. B. Kelley told in his article "The Wonder City that Moves by
Night," in the National Geographic Magazine, March, 1948. The story concerns
the change of towns that fools even the dog. The sameness of each circus lot
fooled this little dog into burying a bone each day under the ticket wagon and
then next day trying to dig it up on the new lot. Fine drawings on all aspects of
circus life.

Six Good Friends—A Story of Circus Horses by Pers Crowell. This is a book
that every adult circus fan or collector should have. The story covers every phase
of the use of horses in a circus. Everything is represented here from the rosin-
back to the trick mule. The drawings are such that they can't be described
adepuately enough. They have to be seen to be appreciated.

SEE YOU ALL IN THE LIBRARY TOMORROW!
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Many Circuses Toured The
Country 42 Years Ago

From Chas. E. Duble, Associate Editor, CHS No. 39

Looking through a lot of old printed matter of circuses and min-
strels, I came across a page from a New York Clipper of July, 1909,
listing these circuses that were touring the country that year. Many
of the titles are familiar I am sure to all circus fans. Some are
overland wagon shows. The list follows:

Barnum & Bailey Greatest Show On Earth; Ringling Bros' World's
Greatest Shows; Great Sells-Floto Shows; John Robinson 10 Big Shows;
Hagenbeck-Wai lace Shows; Campbell Bros. Great Consolidated
Shows; Gollmar Bros. Great American Shows; Cole Bros. World-
Toured Shows (Martin Downs, Propr.); Morris & Rowe Greater Shows;
John H. Sparks Shows; Mighty Haag Shows; Sun Bros. World's Pro-
gressive Shows; Howe's Great London Shows; Yankee Robinson Show;
Frank A. Robbins Show; Welsh Bros. Show; Gentry Bros. Shows No. 1;
Gentry Bros. Shows No. 2; Mackay's European Shows; Coulter &
Coulter Shows; Howard Damon Shows; Howard Starrett's Shows; King
& Tucker Shows (2 cars); Andrew Downie Show (2 cars); Colorado
Grant Show (2 cars); Buffalo Bill & Pawnee Bill's Wild West; Miller
Bros. 101 Ranch Wild West.

Wagon Shows: LaMont Bros.; Ric Bros.; Al. F. Wheeler New
Model Show; M. L. Clark & Son.; Chas. Bartine Show; Silver Family
Show; Great Lugar Show; Great Reed Show; Lorenzo & Maurer; Adam
Fetzer Show; Heber Bros. Show; Woodford & Elzor Show; Dickey's
Circle D Ranch Wild West; Snyder Bros. Wild West.

The following shows played parks or fairs: Tanner Bros. Dog &
Pony Show; California Frank's Wild West; Texas Bud's Wild West;
Buckskin Ben's Wild West; Bud Holmes Wild West, and Lone Star
May's Wild West.

The only circus titles still before the public, listed above, are Ring-
ling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey (used in the combined form since 1919).
Quite a contrast to 42 years ago, the writers first year with the white
tops.

* * * *

Circus notes from a Billboard of October, 1906: Major Caillouette,
in his twenty-third week with the Al. F. Wheeler Model Show is suc-
cessfully presenting his unicycle, wire and baton acts.

Washburn & DeAlma Show has closed its season and gone into
winter quarters at Corona, N. Y.

Orton Bros. Circus will shortly go into winter quarters at Des
Moines, Iowa. Next year a small menagerie will be carried.

John G. Robinson writes that there is plenty of money down in
North Carolina, that the show played to turn away business at
Charlotte, despite a steady rain. The Robinson name draws the
crowds throughout the Southern territory.

(Continued on page 8)
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Speakers Table R. C. King, Secretary, Agnes W. King, Editor of Bandwagon,
Karl K. Knecht, President of C.F.A., Bette Leonard, President of C.H.S., John
Robinson IV, Charles Wirth, Harry Simpson. (Back to camera Mrs. West and
Mrs. Conover.
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Floyd McClintock, Richard Soulsby, Dr. William Huebener,
John Boyle, Lloyd Bender, N. Senhauser
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(Turned toward camera) Sally Conover, Ann King, Jake Conover. (Across
the table) the Wixoms and Clarence Shank.

—Photo by Pietschmann
Clarence Shank (with camera), Raymond White, Murray Guy, Charles Hill (left

side of table). On the right, "Dad" White, Dr. Virgil Good, Dr. Karland.
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Sam Dock, Showman
Written by Art "Doc" Miller, CHS No. 450

Old Sam Dock, is fairly well known in the east by the old timers,
although its doubtful if fans elsewhere ever heard of him. He is
one of the oldest active showman.

I am quite familiar with his many years of trouping starting in
1883 on Frenches Oriental Circus. About 1893 he started his own
wagon show and it operated profitably under his management until
the start of World War II. The outfit continued on wagons until
the late twenties when it was motorized. The last to go were the
cage wagons which traveled overland until 1929.

In 1946 his daughter and grandson rebuilt a small unit featuring
old Sam with his dogs, ponies and goats. With money flowing in
from all directions, his son-in-law, and other grandson helped to
build the show larger and it really mopped up. In 1949 it went
out with a new four pole '60' and for a small show it really looked
classy.

It's still out although I don't know just who is with it this season.
I imagine it's quite a bit smaller as I believe the family are not all
on the show. As with most family shows, together they can operate
one, but fight like cats and dogs constantly. This was not true when
Sam operated the show himself. I've never seen any publicity on
Sam and it seems a shame he doesn't rate a few lines while he is
still alive.

The reason I am so familiar with his life is that I spent many an
hour with him gathering data for a book on the old wagon show days
—Rolling Sunburst Wheels.

MANY CIRCUSES TOURED THE COUNTRY 42 YEARS AGO (Cont'd)

Alberto, the flexible marvel, enroute with Beach & Bowers Min-
strels has signed with Forepaugh-Sells Circus for 1907. The show
turned them away October 6, in El Paso, Texas.

Jones Railroad Show was offered for sale, J. Augustus Jones,
Owner. Route, Birmingham, Ala., Oct. 26; Andalusia, Ala., 27;
Union Springs, Ala., 28.

Miles Orton Show advertised for performers, musicians, side show
people and billposters. To be out all winter. Address, Norman
Orton, Beaufort, S. C, October 18.

Great Van Amburg Show, Jerry Mugivan, owner, advertised for
performers, riders, boss canvasman, working men, trainer to work
elephants, 10 candy butchers, and good musicians. Brazil, Ind.,
Aug. 15. Clinton, Ind., 16th; Newport, Ind., 17th.

The Great Norn's & Rowe Circus wanted for side show, sister team,
lady bag punchers, and other act or curiosity. Show to run 20 weeks
longer. Address Walter Shannon, Manager side show, care Billboard.
Note—This circus came to an end early in May, 1910, at Newport, Ky., when
attached by the Donaldson Lithographing Co., for debts. The writer closed with
same a few days before the end and joined Gentry Bros. Famous Shows, the same
day in Indiana.
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