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SPARKS CIRCUS
(J.CROWLEY)

Show is owned by the Florids Circus Corp.which is heesded by J.Edgar &
M.Johnson,This is 2 clessy 3 ring motorized show,All trucks are red
end lettered In either white or silver with the letters outlined in
blue,Only 4 show owned trucks do not have the title on,Big Top is a
1186 ft.,round top with 2 30 ft.middles snd 1 50,Making it 110x222.Big
Top has 4 center poles and 19 quarter poles,There are 8 exits besides
the front and back doors.Seating cepacity is 3200,Grend stand sests
are 10 high and the blues are 15 high,Band stand is built on a truck
body end a large cebinet on the truck houses the air calliope while
trsvelling.Vic Robbins hes the band of 8 men and the calliope,No men-
agerie is carried,Two former RBEB bulls are caerried and they are :3ZSS
and PINTO.Damoo's act has 13 cats as follows:~2 black leopards,? spot-
ted leopards,2 black jagusrs and 2 pumas,Red Lundsford is equestrian
director and also has the concert and owns 4 horses and 1 mule on the
show,All other animal stock on the show is owned by Psul end Mee Lewis
who had the LEWIS BROS.CIRCUS on the rosd a few years ago and their
stock consists of 7 liberty horses,4 small mules,ll ponies,12 dogs and
9 goats.Albert Fleet has 2 chimps on the show nemed MICKIE & MINNIE, '
Side show top is an oblong top 40 x80 and menesged by Al Tomizni the
8ft.44in,.Gisnt and features Jesnne the half girl,the painless wonder,
magic,two joined babies,pop eye,tatooed men,sword swallower and vent,
Cookhouse and dining top is 20x60,Ushers top is 20x30,Band top is 20
x20,.Paul Lewis horse top is 20x30,
Show has a nice printed program of 4 pages and sells for a dime,All
acts on the progrem appezsred at the show caught with the exception of
the Esquedas the lMexican Flying Act that was on the Clyde Beatty Cir=-
cus last year.,Reason for this was the cestcher tore some muscles in
his shoulder.Prince Damoo has the same cat act as sppeared on RBBB
last year except the chorus girls did not eppesr in the arena with him,
A o
The concert led by Col,Red Lundsford and 2 cowboys snd 1 cowgirl con-
sisted of trick and fency riding,trick end fancy roping,four horse
cetches,crack rifle shooting 2nd pony express,
Show will be the first circus in Maine since 1941 with the exception
of RBBB,R.J.Clawson general menager left the show and J,Edgar has
taken over his job,T.Kennedy of Fall River,Mess,is sup't.of concess-
ions.A.lMaley is sup't.of tickets in the red wagon.One of the spotted
leopards had cubs and was not used in the act when the show played at
Brockton,
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BELL BROS.
(Bet Leonard)
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Opening Spec-COLUMBIAANNA with entire personnel.
Displey 2-Dog and pony zcts in end rings(B.EWALT & P.HARRISON)

T 3-Tight Wire(PETE WOODS)

o 4-Clowns(J.HARRISON,B. THOMPSON,Q.WOODS)

1 5-Comedy AcrobaticszMACK & JACK MILLER)

" 6-Hand Balancing(V.LIND)

“ ?-Roping(CHIEF WHITE EAGLE & CO,)

" 8~LIBERTY ACT(B.EWALT)

" 9-DOG ACTS(MILLER & WOODS)

"  10-Spenish Web(J,HARRISON)

" 11-Bgrrell Kicking(B.MILLER)

" 12-Militsry ponies(B.EWALT)

2 13-Clowns

" l4-Juggling Act(DE COLE TRIO)

" 15-Teble Rock(P,WOODS)

" 16-Tumbling Act(MILLER TROUPE)

" 17-Bull Act(T.EWALT)

"  18~-LADDERS(MISS EWALT & HARRISON)

" 19-WHIP EXHIBITION(CHIEF WHITE EAGLE & CO.)

" 20-Baby Gag(B.THOMPSON)

"  21-ROLLING GLOBE(K.EWALT)

i 22=Clowns

"  23-Liberty Act(T.EWALT) :
Show has a six piece bend with I.B,DUNCAN leeder.Frank Duncan plays
the calliope,
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DO STAR PERFORLERS AlNSWER THEIR FANS
(A.DODGE)

The Big Tops heve 2lweys held & great dezl of interest end edmir-
etion for me es a kid.lMy grestest end most importent day in my life
wes not Xmes or the 4th of July but CIRCUS DAY.I cen recall meny ple-
asant memories of that dey,the grend free street persdes now a thing
of the past was one of them,How the gilded ceged wegons went rolling
bg in front of you filled with wild snimals of a1l kinds.In one parade
the trainers were right inside the cages with their chsrges,one train-
er I cen remember very well wes none other than thet fine circus trou-
per and wild enimsl lady MABEL STARK and her tigers,I received a very
nice letter from M.Stark in 1935 end I hed elways believed big star
performers never took the time to bother with letters they received
from the public.Which leeds me to my story DO STAR PERFORMERS ANSWER
THEIR FANS? in other words do they bother to sit down and enswer a
request for a photogreph or a fens letter.I can very well answer that
question in one word end that is YES.I have just recently received by
meil a very fine sutographed photograph from HAROLD BARNES formerly
with the Cole Bros.Circus end s grest tight wire artist.Yes those der-
ing high wire sters of the greestest show' on esrth none other then the
WALLENDAS 2lso took time out to enswer my letter for e request for &
photo.In 1944 HUBERT CASTLE then the tight wire ster of RBBB honored
me by sending me 2 of his photos sutographed,CON COLLEANO the present
RBBB ster also sent me his photo,That lovely lady billeé& as the high
priestest of rhythm aloft with the RBBB who is none other than LALAGE
sent me her photo while they were in N.Y.this yeer, TERRELL JACOBS the
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DO STARS ANSWER (CONTINUED)

enimel trainer once sent me a letter snd I also have autogrephs of
DOROTHY HIRBERT one of the grestest horsewomen of our time,ROSIE RIE-
FFENACH,CHESTY MORTIER,MME.RASPUTTIN,DAISY & HARRY DOLL also heve sent
me things,ALA & NIO NAITTO of RBEB have sent me a very fine autogrep-
hed photo so you see circus people do answer their fans if their let-
ters ere sincere snd honest, ,

In my collection I heve 70 books desling on Big Top life.Many are
from the pen of Courtney Ryley Cooper,Some of them are:=-"Under the Big
Top","Lions n Tigers n Everything",Circus Day,Canvas Sky,Blue Moon,I
hope to reach the hundred merk soon as I often visit out of the way
second hand book stores where I have found some really fine copies of
circus books.I have a lot of snapshots not yet put into albums,five
scrapbooks and meny megazine articles on the circus,these I file toget-
her and eclip to form & magazine.,I hasve posters of RBBB and Cole Bros,
T also have route books and progrems but my collection is small I guess
compsred with most of you other fellows but I hesve a start and expect
to increase it et every oppurtunity.I think et present I am the only
resident of Niagsra Falls with the cirecus as a hobby.I have been over
to Buffalo,N.Y.to see J.Trecy and his collection and think that he has
the greatest and most complete collection of freaks in the country.

My latest item is the photo and sutogreph of CLYDZ BEATTY.
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The "Sarasota County Chember of Commerce",Sarasota,Florids,puts oul &
very nice circuler end in it you will find listed smong the attraction
of Floride the Winter Querters of RBBB with & photo,the Ringling lus-
eum with a photo and they stete this Museum houses a $30,000,000 col-
lection,the Ringling mension with a photo,Jungle Gsrdens,Texas Jims
reptile farm,On the inside is a large map of Florids and here egain
2ll the above are spotied on the mep,The mep was designed by BILL BA-
ILEY and mzkes & nice item to add to your collection,

The sct that HARRY KOVAR used to work and that wes on the RBBB Circus
is now being worked by Cep't BARRY and hes plsyed all summer on the
HAMID PIER at Atlentic City,

HAMID-MORTON CIRCUS opens in Phils,Pe,Sept.23 at the Arena for 1 week.
CONVENTION NEWS

The following places have been suggested for the 1947 convention of
the CHS.PHILA.PA.(If it is held here it would have to be on either the
RBBB CIRCUS or the HAMID-MORTON CIRCUS as they are the only two that
come here,RBBB always comes the last week of Mey or the first week of
June,while H~M comes in Oct,or Sept, )NEW YORK CITY,N.Y.(The only show
thet comes here is the RBBB and that is indoors st the Garden,with the
opening in April and running till Msy)WICHITA,Kan,(Here you would have
the choice of meny circuses snd nearly any month of the summer)DETROIT,
Mich, (No information was supplied but itnais known thet RBBB show here)
CLEVSELAND,Ohio(No informstion wes supplied with this suggestion)BOSTON,
MASS, (Here would be indoors with RBBB at the Garden)

Let us have some more suggestions on this and don't forget there
are other shows on the road besides RBBB.Don't let any ideas roll a-
round in your head but tzke & seat and put them on peper and send them
in.A vote will be teken after every one hes hed time to think of it,

a4 3 ok A0 o 36 oK 3K 2k 3 3k 3k ok 3k 3k ok ok 33 o o ok 3 ok o 3 ok 3K 33K 3K ok S 36 31 3 9k 3 o Sk K K 3 3 ok 3 6ok 3 3 9 ok 3 o o 3R S 3 35 KO 3K 6 %



1]

%

Sept.1946 The BANDWAGON

KING BROS.
(J.Crowley)

RING 1 STAGE RING 3
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GRAND TENTRY-Girl on white horse carrying Ameriean Flag;2 girls
welking;4 lespers in their ceotumes;3 acrobats;girl on Palomino horse;
4 clowns Christiani girl on white bereback horse;2 camels led by groom,
sicred ccw led by groom;6 ponies led by grooms;3 bulls and mehouts;2
clowns.

BAR ACT(C.FORREST & CO.)2 men
DOG ACT ( SCHOONOVERS) DOG ACT(POWELLS)
Clowns in their firecracker gag,
Swinging Ladders(D.HILL:B.BILLER:C, CRISTIANI)
Hind Led Dog On Stege worked by M.POWELL

CONTORTION(L SENTZR)
llonkey Riding Pony Monkey Riding Pony
Clowvns on Stage with their cemers gag
FIRST CONCERT ANNOUNCEMENT

Single BullAct(PEET)

EVERETTCORIELL walks up a wire to top of tent-HEAD SLIDE down

6 Pony Drill(M.LAURISH)
SPANISH WEBS(B.BILLER:C.CRISTIANTI)

JUGGLING(CORIELL FAMILY)
Clowns in their dentist gag :
Wire Act(HARRICKS) WIRE ACT(POWELL TRIC:
Clowns in their water bucket gag
HIGH SCHOOL & MENAGE HORSES(M.ILAURISH &B.BILLER)
SECOND CONCERT ANNOUNCEMENT
TEETERBOARD(CRISTIANIS) ACROBATICS(CORIELLS)

TRON JAW(IISS SYLVIA)
Clown boxing match '
3 bulls(F.McINTOSH)
Clown welk sround
0l1ld time leaps featuring the Cristiani Troupe over 3 bulls,
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PRIZE WINNERS AT HAGERSTOWN PICNIC

R.WAGNER-Written Quiz MacInnes-Tallest man
W.Martin-Shortest Lady J.McCurdy-llost Photos
D. Pysher-l"scale models R.Wagner-3'scale models
R.Warner-2"sczle models D.Pysher-0ldest Litho
FacInnes-Youngest member G.Virts=-Correct Guess on # of fans
VICE PRESIDENT ELECTION RETURNS

BET LEONARD-5 M,ALLATRE-4

J.LYON-3 B,KASTSKA-3
R.GOOD-2 P, HEMPHILL~1

C.COWEN-1 ' J.HASSAN-1 (20 voted)
BET LTONARD RECEIVING THE MAJORITY OF VOT?S BECOMES VICE PRESIDENT.
COVER

This month's cover is of the LION & GLADIATOR BANDWAGON snd wes last
used by RBBB in 1945,

" PLEAST WHEN SENDING IN COPY FOR ISSUE IN THE BANDWAGON DO NOT SEND IT
TO THE OTHER CLUB PAPERS ALSO AS THIS MAKES A REPRINT OF THE STORY.
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PAWCATUCK CIRCUS VISITS
by PURTILL

Before I tell you of the Circus record of the little town of Paw-
catuck let me tell you a little of myself.I was born in the town of
Mystic on Mer.30,1881,and in Jun.of 1894,joined the Bob Hunting reil
roed show at Westerly.This was a smell 10 cer show with open cer in &d-
vence,and I wes an outside program snd cendy men.In 1896 I was with the
:(T.waGOODRICH-LAUGHLIN WAGON SHOW as concert and reserve ticket man,and
‘oﬁo years later wes with the J.W.GOODRICH WAGON SHOW ss side show tick-
et men,

The first Circus to show here wes R,SANDS on Apr.19,1849,JOHN H.
MURRAY ceme next with e show on Jun.18,1875 and on Jun.29,1879 the VAN
AMBERGH CIRCUS ceme to town,

The FRANK A.ROBBINS railrosd show played on the P.S.Berber lot on
Jun, 12,1888,then came WALTER L.MAIN on Mon,Aug.20 that ssme yeer,With
Walter L.Main ceme the first elephant thet wes ever shown in this town,
Walter L.l'ain this year wes a 60 horse wagon show and ceme here from
Mystic Bridge and zfter playing here went to Hope Valley.In 1889 came
the first cowboys with the WASHBURN & ARLINGTON WILD WEST.In 1890 T.K.
BURKS TRANSATLANTIC RATLROAD SHOW ceme to town and pleyed on the lot st
High end Ozk Streets.Aug,18 of the same yesr saw CHARLES LEE CIRCUS at
the Barber lot,This wes a one ring wagon show,In 1891 WALTER L.MAIN to-
ok to the reils snd came here with his show on Aug.4.T.K.BURK ceme back
again in 1892 end a2 new wagon show called HARPER BROS.came in at the
end of the season.,In Aug.18923 WALTSER L.MAIN brought his show here after
it had been rebuilt following a bad train wreck he had at Tyrone,Pa.in
May.This wreck cost him 5 men,50 horses and considerable equipment,

1894 was a banner year as four Circuses came to town.Bob Hunting
came in first on June 18,ADAM FOREPAUGH came in on July 16,JAMES W.
GOODRICH ceme on Aug,1l0 and on Aug.24 snother small show came but I cen
not remember the nsme, '

On Aug.2,1896,W.L,WASHBURNS big 3 ring show came to town and bro-
ught with them the first hippo ever to be shown in this town.In 1899
J.H.LaPEARL ceame for the first time and this zlso wes his first year to
come eest of the Mississippi,RHODA ROYAL came in after he left.On July
12,1900, for the first visit to this town ceme SIG SAUTELLE and he then
ceme back agsin on July 4,1902,0n this visit he was the last Circus to
ever show on the Barber lot,

1904 sew a new lot heing used right off of Noyes Ave,and the first
Circus to use it wss THOMAS HARGRAVES on Aug.15.Thru the yesrs the
following shows played on this lot in this order:-PAWNEE BILL;ROBBINS;
LA TENAS;WHEELER BROS; SIG SAUTELLE;DOWNIE & WHEELER;JONES BROS;WILSON;
SPARKS;WALTER L. MAIN;COL.CUMMINS;and then GENTRY BROS.& PATTERSON
ceme on Aug,9,1924 and showed on the Nichols lot on the old Potter Hill
~oed and was the first and only Circus ever to use this lot,CHRISTY
BROS.came on July 20,1925 and pleyed at Riverside Perk and drew the '
largest crowd in the history of this town to sny Circus.More than 8,000
people sew the night show,

3 % 36 3 3K 2k K 5 o 3R 3k 363K e 4 2% ¢ 9 303K R 3 3R R oK R 3k 33 3 5 3K S 3 3K SR o 303K S 3R 3 4 36 3 3K S 3 3 3K KRR 0K 3 R IR R R R X

1946 Photos of RINGLING BROS.BARNUM & BAILEY;COLE BROS.

et 15¢ each,

Elephent Hooks-$1,70-$2,70 and $3.70 Postpaid

Reference Book="As Told On A Sundsy Run"----31

HARRY P.BOWMAN ROUTE 2  DAVISO MICH.,
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