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l'm rdgaty fond 0' preachin', if the weaker knows hle text, 
An' don't hang on a mint tm long afore he flnds the next; 
1 like to go te meetln' an' yoa'll see me, rain er ahine 
When Sunday comes. a-waitfn: in the hause o' the M&G. 
I Hke to lead the atngln' er t o  help the  thin^ alon~, 
An* fairly sgHt tee rafters some old ravlval mug, 
Eut norwithstmd~n' 1 adore the sacred hymn8 o' praim 
I've likoffise got  a hankerin' for them tuces the Circus play& 

An' goln' hohe from meetln' wlth my heart chock full o' 
Pray= 

I've wmetimea ketched m y  a l n l n l  liga a-whidlid' of m air 
I've b w d  the drcus feIlers ~Iay,-~ome tantdzM thing 
That knits Ltm tendrUs round your mInd an' -3 for keeor. 

by jing! 
Aa deacon or tbe church I know them Mvelp aim ain't jest 
What Christhna ought to whlmtle on the day o' prayer 

hn' rusC, 
An' mehb that's one reason wfly I I l k e  the worklug days. 
Per then I whistle all I like them tunes the Clrcus plays. 

I 8'- them d e m n  pieces are the only kind there I s  
To l b e  a feller realize this sinful stah o' Us,  
You've $ot to make hlm sorry-lUre-that's why. I understand, 
RevivaIs would ba Idlures if they had s. Circus band. 
Rut I l~ely mu8ic ketches me. end, so f aay. by jtag! 
That wben m y  funeral !s held I'd like to have 'em sing 
Some aolemn piece nr two I've ;rung through ell m y  mortal - I ~ J W L  
An' then have some brasa band ststFlke up them tunes the 

Circua playa. I 
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aubacrlptlon h i e @ :  Qna Yaar, $im. Slnale b p y :  55 Cent. 

NOPPFI: We are in the market for 01d acra~-bmks, 
artloles. stc.. having to do with the Circus. PoMgm%%% 
encloaed la order to a w e  the return of unavailable material. 
Suitable material wfll be paid for on acceptance. - B a l l y h o o  

. . 

EiditoriQT fa the PZu.tfabnsrg7c DJtg Press, 
&Cur&agr, July 9 t h  1927. 

"AN AM ERICAN IN5TtTUTIOH"-THE CIRCUS 
When a11 is  said lrnd done, the c i r c a  baa as gmat a claim 

t(E 8 8  appellationn "Great American TnstitutAo~" as anything 
we have any knowlwige of. Like a great mans th-, It% 
outer a~gect has changed-it has g m  with the country, but 
fundamentally it has the same appeal today that it had in 
the days of our grandfathem and Wore. 
In the overland  day^ the circua traveled overland. It fol- 

bwed the trains tnto new territory and gave of Its baat to 
lighten the idle houm of thbse who had gone weatward and 
atill weetward in purauit of the bubble. mdden wealth, mtiX 
the Golden Fate loomed before them. Xn the days oi '49 the 
circue was the one touch o t  home that many ot the minere 
wer knew. hll elm am wita and strange, but the mndl of 
the tan lmfk was juat a~ i t  used to be In the llttle New 
Englmd village "Back East." 

One ban. Charla Reicbe, followed the trail to WWornis 
witb a wagon load of canaries and om bu10ncb A horn& 

Poge T h e e  
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~ a ~ l i s h m a ~  &ngEt the bulflnch for $260 and Niehe'a can&& 
were'mld t o  such advan'kage that he fomd bimsdi [eonlpark 
tIvelp wealthy. The next thW he could find to a p W  t o  
the better nature of the nljners bas to start a circus, .He 
dld so with his brother Henm, and for years hIs.name was a 
household word in the far vest.  H e  dled Moved and re- 
spected. Ris brpther later a t d a t e d  himgs1f with the well- 
known Van Amburg ot menagerie &me. 

There has never been a time when thinga we& so &'- 
ful in this comtw that the circus was not s welcome vfsitar 
and left the people better and more cheerPul a d  hopeful after 
the white tents bad mne an to biing cheer to other corn- 
rnunities. Even In the days of the Civil War the circus g l w d  
its part fwt &14 our owrseaa entertainers did during tlre Wort& 
War. XI it  come^ to that, the circus In wrdance to the num 
ber engaged in the prof~ston sent its full quota to the front. 
After the-w ar the cjrcua did its share toward brllnging ahout 
wrganizatioa of the country* The writer's dsst dsft to the 
BHaFloto CTrcus waa five or six yeara .ago when it played 
Rurtinmn. At that rifne the ushers and alI men who were 
reqirt?d to perform light duties about the lot were ex-service 
men. 

It may not be generally ?mown but a cIrcua made it& way 
through thla part oI the country shortly after the war af 18U. 
The clrcna had come to New Yo& fmm Spain and after pLag- 
ins a winter s e a m  in New York made Its way up to Albany. 
Thence it joarneyed bf a&y ~ t a g e s  tb hunt& where it , '  

played a winter aeamn. . The winter f p g ~  a hard one and there 
was-much auflerlng from want in the Canadian city. It may 
br! taken lor granted that t b  &ma peopte were not too pros- 
perous themaelve~ under the cfrcumstsnces. Neverthelm 
*.hey were not lacking in that ~~nerrtns  own-h&&nem which 
,fa ati l l  a tradition among ehow m p l e .  The circus went to 
t h e  Catholk ~ n d  Protestant clesa~rrnrm and arranged a benefit 
for the poor of the cfty. Every cent of the proceeds was 
-placed in the banda of the clergymen. A mord of this gem 
arous act may be found in the archives o! Montreal today. i 
Sad to selate the following sawn the ship oon whlch these ; kind-hearted showmen had taken pasmga to Cuba was burned 
at sea and dl the company Last tbdr livee. 

In-the early American circua, a clown or some noted rider 
waa mually the star. 'mere are stiU t h w  living whd wfu ' 
remember old Dm Ln~~lce~rmd Pete bnklin.  .tbs latter of w b m  . 
dled a. couple ot' ye.m a o .  Ridera such as Levi Nortb, Jim 
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Robhmn, MeIviiie, Cooke, Fish and a number of others were 
b o w n  In almost every city and village In the country. 

Aa we said before. the clrcua lzw changed like e v e w i n g  
else. The little one ring outfit with its dingy canvas, ita md' 
ring, f ta  tallow candles atnck around a barrel hoop and hauled 
up the center pole have g i v e n  way to immensa traveling 
cities, conducted on business principles bp alert, htelligent 
and f ar-sighted businma men. Same day a circus man will be 
run for president and when be daes we will hazard a guess 
that he will give the country an administration that will be- 
more busineselike than many we have knom. 

The Sell&Flato cirma fa one of the big western organ1m- 
t ion~ which have grown from a mall beginning. Today ft ia 
one of the  two out~tandhg circuaes in the Unjted States. Xt 
does not claim to be more than the aecond lartrgeat c imw ia 
the world. But it is that. As for quality it ranks at the very 
top. It 1s aB large aa any circua ought t o  b and it fs as good 
as any circus can be. This is the verdict of all who have seen 
it. When it gi tch~ , l ta  tents here today Plattsburgh will have 
Rn opportunity to see what a real modern 1927 circus looklrs. 
like and a genuine American instltutjon. 

l1arneS Robinson, Great ~ i d e r  1 
By DOC WADOELL 

Donated by M m  Bud Garman 

The 'WREAm OF REBPECT on Our Door, on the HOUSE 
OF CIRCUSDOM, on Big Top, I S m n g  Roam and Side Show, 
on Canvas, Pole end State, on Wagon anti on Horse, on "It* 
m e s "  and "Blnes" under the Canopy of White, and the 
FLOWERS OF' LOVE on Casket and on Tomb a t  tbla t h e .  
tell Story of TI33 LAST CALL and CLOSE OF S?ZASONS for 
ONE, ?or whom All the Worm haa RICREST PRAISE and 
GOOD ACCLAIM. Hls name--JAMES ROBINSON. His Art 
-BAREBACK EgmsTarmra. 
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And so the Big Show World reoord~ aunther GREAT and 
XRREFARABLJE MSS. Because of this, the "White Top" 
Realm i s  Bowed in Deepest Sorrow, and Bathed in Burning 
Tears. h s s  the Borderland of Earthly Dreama, the OTHER 
WORLD magnizas TREASURED GAIN. There, in Celmtial 
Accord, the OLIJ TIME "VETS" and SAGES of the CIRCUS 
GAME, assemble, not to Weep and  Mourn, but to Greet and 
Meet again a COMRADE and a PAL. We P a w e e  in PRAYER 
and HOLY MEDITATION, and our Ustenhg Ears almost 
hear the  Angelic Anthems and Praise tbat'n HQAVEN'S 
HOMAGE to  an HONEST, UPRIGHT CIBCUSMAX. 

It  jud seem that GOD walked with "Jim" ROBINSON, 
and took blm tbat he might have FINAL THOUGHT oP the 
CIRCUS WORLD. The TAKING was Sudden, QUICK-like 

'his Somersaults a d  Stunts in Riding. THE END came at 
FRENCH LICK, in INDIANA STATE, where he was viaitkg 
RAGENBECK-WALLACE FOLK. It was, Mark YOU Well, 
within Sight and Sound of Circus P.reDaratlvn, j u e t  beyond 
the WEST BADEN WJNTER QlYABTEES. The Last Thing 
he SAW and HEARD on Earth wan the Huatle and Bustle of 
CIRCUS WORKSHOP and TRAINING BARN. Oh. what 
Sweet. Consoling Muaic it must have been t o  him as he Passed 
into the "Dark Valley and Shadow" of mRTH'S FINALE! 

Be was EIGHTY-TWeILlne Age, strewn wlth Threads 
of Silver and of Gold, m d  BEACON LLITIIT M ALL to Lim 
the LIFE O F  GOD, of Kindness, Cleanliness, and aC LOm. 
Be was a REAL MAN, manly and Square; an IDEAL HUS- 
BAND, imbued wlth the TRUE TlLZlUE O F  HOME: a 
STAUNCH FRIEND, who practiced GELTINE F*rtZENDSIXIP: 
and in his CnEling, and on the Parchments of Hiatorg and 
Record, THE GREATEST BAREBACK AND SOMERSAULT 
RIDER TlZXS WORLD EVER K ' .  

1 could gv on FOREVER telling of "JIMH ROBINSOWS 
wonderful Life and it8 Experiences. So lung as there i s  a 
Voice to ~p?ak, his name will be in the Languages of the. 
Nations. and h L  Marvelous Riding A d  will be depicted by 
Children yet Unborn. He, far Borne pews, lived in COLWM- 
BUS. W e  were WARM FRIENDS, and he often came to aeg 
-me and tell over agah the Interesting S t o r i ~  of TENTS and 
LOTS. From COLUMBUS he moved to LOUISVILLE. I t  
w a ~  there he married the GOOD WIFE, who survlvea him, 
'kad there he hm Been Buried- I last mw him in 1911. Then, 
his Step was livelr* his Eye keen, his Memorp faultleee. and 
hfir Health dne. His Welebt then wag 130 pounds against 

Pam rJIm 



l l k ~  OLD TRAINING BARN still atanas near m C 0 .  
MISSOURI. 1 want It PRESERVED with dl it.f%*Dear and 
Valued recollections. M a y  the MOUND OF C U T  covering 
his Fkvorite Horse on the HESS FARM never go UNAT- 
TENDED, UNSERVED and UNMOURNED. Never let it be 
said that the OLD R I N ~  he rode in in GOOD COLUdbBUS 
TOWN. which now ia a Garden of Roses and Vines, on the 
Lawn of the Palatial Dr. Rartman Home, loaes its Beauty 
and Framance, a n d  disapgeara from the eyes of Passers-by. 

Marvelous was "JIM' ROBINSOX! His BUSINESS Is  
the ONLY QNE: I ever knew that was an Exception to the 
Laws of molutlon. Never has there bean ANOTHER to 
Equal hlm. Bareback-riding has bemi "TOBOGGAN- 
TOUCIiED" In the Run of Years dnce he held Spellbound the 
Races of7 the Globe. 

He needs no Marble Shart to mark hPa Besting: Plraoe, nor 
Inscrjption there to perpetuate hia bccomplishmenta. HIGH 
RFAVEN seems ta Whisper f t  EVERYWHERE, and will 
ALWAYS. He'll hover about us and athers, Ifere and There, 
and Whether at Work or at Play, worshipping with' Love, ar 
engaged in Prayer, we'll Realize the Nore each Day that 
THE WORLD IS HZS MONCMENT; that he wm UOOD. 
HONEST and TRUE; that he DIED in THE FATTB OF THE 
LORD. 

FAREWELL, PURE SOUL AND ,BTAENCH F R I m !  
I 

1 3  1 Saw Dust and Gold DUS / 
THE EARNINGS OF THE CIRCUS PEOPLE 

By 1 SAAC , F. M ARCOSSON 

{The Boobmm, June, 1910) 
Whea you dt on a bard circus seat and watch n man leap 

from the top of the tent to a small runway more than a bun- 
dred feet beIow, land on his chest wlth a terrific jolt and then 
alide to his feet, it i s  qnite n'atural for you and all the people 
around you to exclaim, "I wouldli't do that far a minion 
dollars a week." Yet the darW leaper, who by itha time is 
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smilingly making hi8 way out amid thundere of applauee, 
does it for#much lesa. Ta be quite exact, be rhks bie young 
neGk twfw a day, sir days in the week, for eighty dollars a 
working day, and he regards it as excellant compensation for 
his somewhat preca~ious metbod/oc m 1 n g  a fi~ellhood. 
Danger and mmpen~tstion, you must remember, are not ex- 
mtly mmpatlble terms. I f  the earnings of circuhl gerformsrrl , 
were rn high as some of the somewults they make, there 
would be much more gold dust in the aawdust. Yet the aasay 
of this whit.e rybstanoe which loms the stage of the tented 
world has been sufnciently rich to make n few millolnatres 
and to kseg a small army of men and women in more or less 
amuent c ircumsmw since first the glory of pink tights find 
glittering spangkes burst upon an admiring m d  enchanted 
w0rJ'ld- 

Abut  no clam of w a m r n e r s  hovers so much glamour 
arr eyer the people of the cfrcua. To t h e  amdl boy they live. 
bneatb and work in a ramfled atmosphere of qdmdor which, 
from the free and easy manner of the  calling and Its en- 
vironment, knows no #re and no tomorrow and i 8  drnply a 
d m l e  of delight. Yet, Iike poeta, t h e  da~hiog bareback rider 
mnst be fed. Even the bind-like "queens of the air" descend 
to draw down a thick pdlow my envelope every Saturday 
afternoon, and often they come to the treasurer frenh from 
ring triumphs. Jnst m the clrcus itself, which manp geople 
unknowingIg regard as a temporary and makeahfit amuse 

. ment enterprise, here today and #pne tomorraw, Is in reality 
a mdellnite, highly organiaed business institution reprmnting , 
a tremendous Investment [even t h ~  pink lemonade an& 
peanuts are capitalized), 610 are +rcna aalaries regulated by 
the Inexorable law d d m &  and supply and sane and un- 
emotional Rtandwde of efficiency. 

What do clrcus people earm? Before twin$ to angwer thia 
mestion it might be wfse, per hap^, to just bow the drew 
be- and &mve the flnanctd mndltions that invested tbe 
atart, Like moat gmat a~patdertdlnm, the bednnlws were 
obseure and mod&. The first tented circka In this country 
w m  in 1326 rand waa owned by Nathan Rowes. The tent was 
fiftg feet in dlameter; all the  proporties were mrried in one - 

a w n ;  the performers, who numbered I w  tbm h l f  a dozen, 
rode on the backs of the horae~ from town to t a w .  The 
mermgerk consisted of a lion, s bear and monkey {there w q  
ao depbant in the ,Untted States then) and the hand can- 
sisW af a hurdy-gurdy, s violen and a Baas drum. The hfly 

W e  Tem 
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axpenma of thia circus were $35, whieh ia fn interesting con- 
tra& yith the outlay d $7,600, which ~ e q n i d  today to 
keep the wkeele of a circns like the Ringlings or the B5mp 
and Bailey show moving for  tweaty-four  hour^. The h l ~ h d  
circus salary pdd then was $15 a week, and it went to the 
rider, who was then, and wha conhnud for many ymr~, a61 
the highest-priced and the leading performer of the circus. 
The salaries ~f the other performers in tho% struggling days 
ranged from $8 to $10 a week. 

At that time tbp. menageries were marah and digtinct 
feature8 d the circus, and to sea both anhals and performera 
requimd the payment of two admissions. AB the C ~ F C U B ~ S  
g.rew the menageries became very Imporhnt adjuncts. me 
reason why the animal tent was kept apart from the big tent 
waB to draw a Sunday crowd. It  was heralded as a "dignified 
and refined S~lbhatb-day diversfan"; wae billed aa an educa- 
rfnnal and ~eientiBc feature, and it drew the pious minded. 

Since the menagerie played sue& a bfg part in the a r l p  
circuses, it followsrl that the slnlmal trainer rivalled the rider 
in importmce and emolument. Tbe tamers then Introduced 
speetncuiar gtunts that would rank well w j ~  modern tbrillew. . It was about that time that the prwtice began of tbru&bg 
the head d m  into the carernous jaws af a Iian. The firat 
man who did this, howsver, r m i v e d  only $51) a wwk far it. 
Many of the early trainera received what was comidered big , 
money for those daye, for aome of tbe salartea were as h i ~ h  
as $220 0 Week. 

Tne meet notable of the Iton-tamer8 of tbt  em was Vm 
Amburgh, who ama8sed a small fortune and wae able to 
graduate from the lion's den into the dignitg of being a c i ~ m  
proprietor. He earned, on mme o d o n a ,  as high aa $400 a 
week. He had an inte~esthg career, which is a part of w r  
' circus hiatory. He first appeared In New York at the old 

Richmond Hill Thwtre, and Later at tba famous Bowem 
Theatm, which f i  its t ime am a noted place, The Bowery 
then was a great amusement highway and the appmmh to 
the present Great White Way. It was the Broadway of other 
dayfl. Van Amburgh was called "The Lion Lard" and "fie . 
Forest Morutrch" (it was Jong before hosewltian mark- 
ship), and well did be dmrve these titles, for he was one of 
the most ?LSmlm of men. H e  was the meateert trainer of hia 
day. gad be appeared before many of the crown& b W s  of 
Europe. Once dter he had appeared before .tbe Queen 01 
England, he was asked by the Du$e of Wellhgton: 
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"Do poa ever know fear while surmnnded by your 
pagfla?" 

"No, your Grace," was the reply- "lf I ever do, it will 
be m y  lsst appaakanoe among them." 

It wag V a  Ambur.4h who hmught the Biblical parable 
d o n  t o  modern times in vivid fashim, tor i t  W88 he who 
first made the lion and lamb literalip lie down togeaer. It  
was in tthe &age of hta own circus. Later Qe introduced a chile 
into the den. thus crrmplet3ng the picture of tbe triumph of 
faith and Innocence over the savage beast. Van Amburgh was 
one of the first, if not the first, circus man to court gemna1 
publicitp. He was the most accomplished grem agent of his  . day, and cut out the dardlng print-lined p&tb that P. T. Bar- 
num was later to tread in such spectacular fashion. 

Van Amburgh wm one of the many early circus perform- 
ers who, on account of their high salaries, were able to em- 
bark inta the businem themselves. Another was the famoua 

, John Robhaon, one of the frtthera of the modern circus, who 
began an rider and built up the Erst of the "rnonder shows." 
But f t  was hia adopted son, Jsme8 Robinson, who became the 
nrst of the really high-dass; performera It l a  genedly con- 
ceded that James Robin~on was the greatest bareback rider 
that this muntry has ever seen. H e  was the first man to 
turn a &mplete somersault with a galto~ing home under hlm. 
H e  received as much aa $750 a week. and for a time he held 
the Beld to himself. Robineon developed early and became 
such a card with the Robinson circus that a r ivs l  outfit once 
actually kidnapptxl him. Another star equestrian of that 
period w the originai Frank Melvitle, whose name and 
talent were carded on to the preaent time by a mn. H e  was 
the B r ~ t  man to carry a boy on the top of his bead while 
racing around the ring on the bank of a horse. Re waa paid 
from $500 te $600 a week. 

Although tthe animal tamer Was a & r i m .  the rider 
far manr +ears received the bigge~t =salary of the circus. 
There was only one exception and that wae Dan W e ,  the . clown, and of him there will be mare Eater on, The aTera$e 
riders thee received $76 to $200 a week. There were not so 
many ridere in each circus and the ownerrs muld alTord t o  gay 
liberal salaries. The cireas rider, with the clown, were the 
oomemtonea of the whole tented pmjec t .  Around them were 
evolved a11 the varied activities o i  the cfrms arena. 
- Next in importan= and salary in the old days wen  the 
legera.  You mar recall out of your h y h W  ctmus -@Sng 

P~g.3 TtWIve 
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that the went that always followed the grand entrance in tb 
c i m g  was the leaping over elephante and horsee. Thfa was 
a fawrite act thirty and forty year8 @.go, and some of tbe 
mwt ~kj l l ed  mrohats of the country were engwed in it. Ona 
of the greatest was Mek Stands. A rfvzl was Cteorge Kelly. 
Each got about $300 a wwk. Perhapa the great& of them 
a11 was hv i  North, who was one. of the first to do a double 
mmersault over a row of'elephants and camela. Like Van 
Amburg, Re Iater became a drcus proprietor. The moat or- 
dinary impera got $100 a week, for their act w a  n,eceasary 
to the succw of tlte circua. People were always eafted over 
them. Sometimes there were wmgetitfons between the leapem 
for p-. On one o w i o n  Nmth tnrued thirty-wuen samer- 
wul t a  in auecwaion, def -king the English cham~ion. Other 
great leapers were Batchelder and Darfa, who later owned 
their own ahew. 

Among the performera that were Part of the organization 
of the circuses of the fifties and we11 through the sllrtfa 
were the posturers, who did bending acts, and who gat about 
$50 a week; the contorLiuuista, who got about the m e  ~381ary; 

. the acrobats and the aeridistb, who had not yet Gnntrrtcted 
the "family" habit, rand were mostly sngnged as Individnatg 
and who averaged $100 a week: the "cannon-Wl mztn" (fore- 
runners of Wandow), who jjug~id with Iron wefghts and who 
got $40 a auek; aad wire  walkers, wha have always been a 
fzwrrite, and whom pay raged from $60 t o  $200 a we&, 
depending upon tbe thrilf that they eodd praduce. 

Xt Is well to remember at this point that dl the c i r c w  
up t o  the seventies were "wagon show*': that la. they/ 
travelled from tows ta town in wagons and the performers Ln 
mast cases slept in vans. The distances between tokm were 
seldom over twenty miles; the march was made at nfght 
lighted by Eorchea m d  the procession was weird and pictur- 
esque. The parade in th~cse days was formed ae, soon as the 
show reached the outgkirts of the tawn and many a glitter- 
ing entry waa made on empty stomachs in man and beast. 

Then it was that the great circus gianb were getting the 
experience that would spread the glory ef the tented ahow to 
every nook and comer of the land. P. T. Barnurn, W. W. W e .  
W. C. C o u ~ ,  "'Pmkee" ltabinson, Wrge L. Bailer. John JWb 
inson, Dan Costello, the &rabies, were all either in the bust 
neae ox getting ready for it. At that time Adam Farepaugh 
was B butcher fn Phfladelpbia, and James A. Bai l@,  destined 
to be the Irtst wearer of the Rarnum mantle, was mstlng bUle 
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